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24th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor – Rev. Jonathan Mitchell 
Liturgist –  John Turner 
Vocals – Steve Muller 

Organ/Piano – Sue Nelson 



 

You are invited to participate with us. 
Bold words are spoken together. 

Bold Italic words are sung together. 
 

 
Prelude Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of Creation  
    (Lobe den Herren)  Gustav Merkel   
                                                                     
Welcome & Announcements  
 
Minute for Mission: Presbyterian Women Thank Offering   
 
This is our second week of highlighting the Presbyterian Women Thank offering 
during Minute for Mission.  This offering has been collected since 1888.  Today 
we will share two examples of these projects that received grants. You can find 

a list of the programs that received grants in 2020 on the bulletin cover. 
 

One grant went to the Presbytery of Nevada’s “Northern Nevada Dream 
Center.”  They will use the $25,000 Thank Offering grant to help purchase a 14-
foot box truck for their “Reach the Hungry” program. The improved efficiency 
and ability to transport more food will help extend the reach of the program 

and feed more people in Northern Nevada. 
 

Another grant went to the Gidada Theological College in Ethiopia.   The $43,650 
grant will fund the construction of a dormitory for female theological students 

in Dembi-Dollo.  The college’s goal is to strengthen the quality of their education 
programs for everyone, with a focus on increasing access to education for 
women. The dormitory will allow more women to attend their Theological 

program. 
 

Our gifts to the Thank Offering helped to fund 15 of these kinds of projects 
throughout the United States and around the world. 

 
Opening prayer 
 
Hymn #612  We Praise You, O God 
 

1. We praise you, O God, our Redeemer, Creator;  
in grateful devotion our tribute we bring. 
We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you; 
we bless your holy name: glad praises we sing. 



2. We worship you, God of our fathers and mothers; 
through trial and tempest our guide you have been. 
When perils o’ertake us, you will not forsake us. 
and with your help, O Lord, our struggles we win. 

3. With voices united our praises we offer: 
and gladly ours songs of thanksgiving we raise. 
With you, Lord, beside us, your strong arm will guide us.  
To you, our great Redeemer, forever be praise! 

  
Call to Worship     From Matthew 25 
 God calls us to us our gifts for the building of God’s kingdom. 
  But we’re afraid. 
 Christ urges us to find our courage and not look back. 
  But our gifts seem so small. 
 The Spirit offers us everything we need. 
  But what if we fail? 
 Trust the gifts you have been given. 
  We will celebrate our gifts as we worship God this day. 
 
Prayer of Confession  
 Faithful One, you bless us with gifts that are uniquely our own.   
 We long to use the talents you bestow upon us to build your kingdom.   
  We yearn to live with gratitude  
  for all that you have done for us  
  and the opportunities you place before us.  
 But often we are paralyzed by fear and selfishness.   
  Clear our vision, Holy One, and help us see the good  
  we can do with the gifts and talents we have received. 
     (time for silent, personal confession) 
 
Assurance of Pardon      
 Rejoice sisters and brothers!   
 We have been given the gift of grace and reconciliation. 
 Join me in these words of forgiveness: 
  By the grace of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
Gloria Patri - #581 
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; 
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
  world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 
 



Passing of the Peace   From 1 Thess. 5 
 Called to live as children of light,  
 let us build one another up as we share  
 signs of peace and words of love. 
 May the peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you! 
 
Anthem  
               
Epistle Lesson    1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
  
Gospel Lesson   Matthew 25:14-30 
 
Sermon     Gifts 

Prayers of Joy and Concern and the lord’s prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
  

Hymn #305  Come sing, o Church in Joy! 
 

1. Come sing, O church, in joy! Come join, O church in song! 
For Christ the Lord has led us through the ages long! 
In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord! 

2. Long years have come and gone, and still God reigns supreme, 
empowering us to catch the vision, dream the dream! 
In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord! 

3. Let courage be our friend; let wisdom be our guide,  
as we in mission magnify the Crucified! 
In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord! 

4. Come sing, O church, in joy! Come join, O church, in Song! 
For Christ the Lord has triumphed o’er the ages long! 
In bold accord, come celebrate the journey now and praise the Lord! 

 
Benediction 
 
Postlude  Toccata: Praise to the Lord, Hans Friedrich Micheelsen 
    the Almighty, the King of Creation 


