
 HYMN #134 Joy to the World 
 
Gospel Lesson  Page 1  Mathew 1:18-25 
 
Sermon Joseph’s Words? 

 
PRAYERS OF JOY AND CONCERN 

 

OFFERING our gifts 

 

Offertory The Manger at Bethlehem   Carlton R. Young 
   (Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming.) 
 * Doxology 

  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
praise God all creatures here below;  
praise God above ye heavenly host;  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

 Prayer of dedication and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil; for thine is the king-

dom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 

 
 HYMN #119 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 BENEDICTION 

 

 POSTLUDE  Hark, the Glad Sound  Paul Manz 
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PRELUDE                          In Dulci Jubilo Johan Michael Bach 
 (Good Christian Men, Rejoice.) 
   

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
MINUTE FOR MISSION  Christmas Joy  
  
Lighting of the Advent Wreath   
 Madril Family 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP      
 When an angel of the Lord appeared to Mary, she said yes,  
 even in the midst of the unknown. 

  When an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph, he said yes,  
  even in the midst of uncertainty. 

 When we consider our Christian faith in the midst of mystery,  
 glory and uncertainty we say yes to God’s calling. 

  When we celebrate the birth of Christ,  
  we proclaim God is with us, Emmanuel.                                                           

 
 HYMN #113 Angels We Have Heard on High  
 

Bold words are spoken together.   
Bold italic words are sung together.   

* Please stand in body or spirit.   

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

 Loving God, Isaiah proclaimed one who would resist evil and choose good. 
  We seek your grace and forgiveness for those times  
  when we have not chosen well. 
 We seek your compassion and mercy for those times when  
 our choices were based on fear and mistrust, rather than love and care. 
  We confess our weakness and rejoice in the gift of grace  
  we have through your Son, Christ Jesus.      

(time for silent, personal confession) 
 

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON   Based on Psalm 103 

 The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. 
  By the grace of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 
 GLORIA PATRI #581: 

  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;   
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  
  world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
 PASSING of THE PEACE 

 As the Apostle Paul wrote to the church in Rome:   
 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:  
 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 May the peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you! 

(Feel free to exchange, by word or gesture,  
signs peace and reconciliation with each other) 

 
Anthem  Angels We Have Heard on High Bell Choir 
 
Time with Children  Rev. Jonathan Mitchell 
 
Epistle Lesson  Page 142  Romans 1:1-7 
 

 


