
Time with Children    Rev. Jonathan Mitchell  
 

Hebrew Lesson (Pew Bible Page 627) Isaiah 40:1-11  
 

HYMN #123 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
 

Gospel LESSON (Pew Bible Page 2)  Mathew 3:1-12  
 

SERMON The Wilderness  
  

PRAYERS OF JOY AND CONCERN 
 

OFFERING our gifts 
 

Offertory Come, Though Long Expected Jesus   Carlton R Young 
 

 * Doxology  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  
praise God all creatures here below;  
praise God above ye heavenly host;  
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

* Prayer of dedication and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 

lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil; for thine is the king-

dom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen 

 
* HYMN #133 O Come, All Ye Faithful 
 

* BENEDICTION 
 

* POSTLUDE  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  Flor Peeters 
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PRELUDE                         Creator of the Stars at Night Richard Warner 
  
  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

MINUTE FOR MISSION Christmas Joy Mary Davis 
  
Lighting of the Advent Wreath   
 Alice Hepburn, Marty Platt, & Mena Gilson 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP     Based on Isaiah 11 
 We look to the day when A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,  
 and a branch shall grow out of his roots.   
  We look to the day of God’s peaceable kingdom.  
 When the wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down  
 with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together,  
 and a little child shall lead them. 
  We look to the day of God’s peaceable kingdom.  
 When the cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; 
 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
  We look to the day of God’s peaceable kingdom.  
 When they will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain;  
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD  
 as the waters cover the sea. 
 

 

Bold words are spoken together.   
Bold italic words are sung together.   

*Please stand in body or spirit.   

* HYMN #88 O Come, O Come Emmanuel vs. 1-4   
 

* PRAYER OF CONFESSION    

  Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sin and the sin 
 of this world.  Although Christ is among us as our peace, we are a people 
 divided against ourselves as we cling to the values of a broken world.   
 We abuse your good gifts of imagination and freedom, of intellect and 
 reason and have turned them into bonds of oppression. 
   
 Lord, have mercy upon us; heal and forgive us.  Set us free to serve you 
 in the world as agents of your reconciling love in Jesus Christ. 

 (time for silent, personal confession) 
 

* ASSURANCE OF PARDON   Based on Isaiah 40 
 Every valley is lifted up; every mountain made low.   
 Now the glory of the Lord is revealed, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 
  By the grace of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 

* GLORIA PATRI #581: 
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost;   
  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  
  world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 

* PASSING of THE PEACE 

 We have heard about Christ’s peaceable kingdom from Isaiah. 
 We have received peace through God’s mercy and forgiveness 
 Let us share that peace with one another. 
 May the peace of Christ be with you. 
  And also with you! 

(Feel free to exchange, by word or gesture,  
signs peace and reconciliation with each other) 

 

* HYMN #106 Prepare the Way, O Zion  
 
 

 


